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HUMID

humid blanket thick
air wrap this

body awkward walking

asin dream
as with tongue

thickly coated &

speech a dream
babble wanting to
but not able

to say proper
words of blessing

superfluous i suppose

to bless what
is much more

than too specific

us begin baruch
& soon hit

scripted mystic unpronounceables
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VOCABLES

vocables evoke as
evidence of spoken

sound of mowers

the riding kind
george tends to

the mansion grounds

earphones tuned to
trane & monk

new bed of

impatiens & the
coleus best be

pinched back ezra

frozen in his
lounge chair rummaging

the mental store

for phrase essential
to his condition

a vertical admission
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TAKE

take your son
down to river

mouth magical cacophonous

half decadent heart
of light take

him with you

witness to how
we make a

new book eating

half a muffuletta
&fanning air

friends of this

book half mad
half prophetic phrenology

crackpot love of

dig down here
he says word

up jive turkey
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PORTAL

for whom? i
do have friends

&you among

them portal door
throttle chortle chicago

evokes them all

begin again or
be stuck in

misconstrual poem &

poeming not about

its excellence  we

need more from

each other than
we can give

if we learned

another language your
capgun looks real

“Dup monsieur’
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IGNITION

—for Charles Lloyd

ignition  liftoff dlarifying
spring morning sunlight

freshly roasted beans

& payday imminent
this earthturn you

will see what

twenty or twenty-five
more times as

branch artery blood

breath vision instant
specific earthturn call

to hear finite

times delight a
music soul attuned

bass sax piano

drums  the water
iswide why

not walk across
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BEAR

bear what brings
forward force knows

exhale the vowel

with all your
hearts yes plural

commanded to love

avow avowal
pain the door

todepth “breaker

breaker cable to

the ace” bride

& groom together

shatter the glass
each lifetime crawling

toward  weighted with

its specific necessity
gorgeous place to

have to be
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SHIFT

—for Allen Iverson

particular curricula shift
from this to

that begin to

sing the wings
no words happen
to liftoff this

is the blessing
that saying by
early daylight rises

into quick light
stopped as he

drives to his

right jitters steps
back shakes the

defender & fires

up a perfect
three image instant

one rhythmic petition
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STILLNESS

into perfect stillness
what else to

say to say

somehow on behalf
of silence our

exact excited way

cacophonous particulars click
along circuits &

circulate gigabyte mesmerism

hailstorm against tender
window & then

what deep negation

pools back inward
& under what

is hespoke

& i forgot
mute galaxy what

words to ask
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TRACK

lose track of
it every day

no matter what

you do one
day more time

than a body

can focus on
so fuck us

we're fucked we've

fucked up quick
back track to

where it was

proximate & steady
as she goes

study what won’t

stay put no
how no where

what to say
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TURN

turn them back
from the border

inward ido

not know how
to advise you

i do not

know what you
should take the

clock your appointment

they have given
you have taken

a teacher will

dispense such as
is prescribed by

reading what was

written turn it
off who knocked

over that chair
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OFF

turn it off
turn it off

now turn the

light down turn
it all the

way off turn

right one block
past the garden

homes turn into

the second cul
de sac turn

into the third

driveway on the
left turn off

the engine let

yourself in the
back door sit

down & wait




o Books First Portions

COLLATERAL

sinewy & not
moving easily from

one to the

next brought up
short praise or

why call it

awelling up
when lateral to

this bodily site

you say ecstasy
to be beside

yourself & know

it & feel
it your body

put down as

collateral as anchor
to guarantee your

return in time
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BLANK

—for Arakawa & Madeline Gins

the words begin
as proper designations

to leave me

when to cleave
means to cling

toor cut

through asthey
had conjectured i

am become quite

blank am built
& feel it

happen upon a

blank event place

image engendered upon
ablank of

& prior to
of wewill

use this fact
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UNTENABLE

let us not
be overly parson

of parsimony  set

upon good citizen
because it is

«

possible now  ““man

edge to the

world” began then

to heara

more collective sense
& each silence

with particular texture

&depth untenable
to be innocent

ofit they

aallit reversible
destiny & think
other than death
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FALLS

—Yosemite

vernal falls crashes
down with steady

force from feeding

stream down to
river winding through

boulders canyoned channeled

flow thisis
pure manifestation of

shekinah such is

this force that
flows & upholds

that makes possible

every instant &
everything that is

inbeing  we

move on the
current of mercy

the river merced
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IT

it could be
pure circulation force

itself pure flow

felt moving through
you steady shekinah

waterfall atoms particles

sub-particles flowing in
orbitals you a

simple conduit a

flow through to
which you add
this particular thinking

words atoms orbitals
prayer tracking out

& around unknown

generative you turn
toward a flow

through which
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SOMETHING

—for Norman Finkelstein

something with wheels
something with wings

some mention of

chariots some form
of singing wandered

there as courier

among couriers each
in possession of

astrange &

seemingly uninterpretable message
a written secret

indecipherable something with

wheels with wings
some mention of

chariots some form

of singinga
rhythmic arising a

fat ritual stomp
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SENSE

sense the living
god with palms

upturned or say

three or four
right words turn

return sense the

palms with living
god upturned right

words return three

four calypso apocalypse
dance along peninsula

look down fissures

sense the living
with upturned her

brother stayed behind

&they killed
him living god

with palms upturned
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DREAM

dream we then
of every step

the home our

body made of
interface as we

objectify ourselves bit

by bit reprogram
splice heal redirect

reconvene what we

are texture of
tense repaired dream

we then &

sing of our
new relations to

time milling ourselves

to new specifications
dream we then

of every step
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PEACE

yes everywhere snares
not easy any

given day to

make your way
it will not

happen in my

generation you live
you look in

0n a process

a gradual uneven
getting there one

guarantee pain &

confusion play that
march digthe

forward movement in

john’s blue train
bring peace through

love of text
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GRACES

—for Geraldine McKenzie

it could be
so to wade

in words to

frame as yours
what's fully given

“want to speak

as thought to
sing its graces

blaze the simplest

things resist” zig

zag freight duty
track that weight

reside in idling
engine hub of

nothing from which

extend spokes what
persons into particular

being each sings
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YOU

—for Robert Creeley

so the old
cabin leans “sit

up” i said

asifto
someone i said

it to you

i always do
if there were

no one else

if there were
only you i

would say “sit

up” &think
someone heard such

is my sense

the old cabin
leans what is

NEVEr passes away
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Notes

| began writing Portions on 5/29/01, the fifty-four word form being my own invention. “Humid” is the first poem | wrote in the
new form. |imagined that | would dwell in this form for perhaps a few months. Instead, to my surprise, | wrote exclusively in
this form for a little more than five years.

This collection, First Portions, is a selection (roughly one-fourth of the total number of poems) taken from my first compilation —
my first examination of what | had written — gathered together one year after | began writing in the fifty-four word form.

—HL

A note on why these poems are called portions:

from Rodger Kamenetz's Stalking Elijah (p. 353):

parashah (pl. parashiot): The portion of Torah read on a particular Sabbath. There are 54 portions (sometimes two are
combined). Each parashah is named for its opening word or first distinguishing word. (cf. parshat lekh lekha — Genesis 12:1-
17:27)

My form: 3 X 18 = 54 words

Or, from Marc-Alain Ouaknin’s The Burnt Book: Reading the Talmud (p.133):

The text of the Bible has no vowels in its consonantal liturgical writing. Moreover, punctuation does not exist: nothing
indicated the rhythm or the transition from one sentence to another; periods and commas are completely absent. Nothing
interrupts the flow of words, except, from time to time, blank spaces, empty gaps in the writing, which appear, to the
inexperienced eye, to be holes within the writing. The text between two blank spaces is called a Parashah, which means
“transition.”

My thanks to editors of the following journals who published many of these poems: Boston Review, Hambone, m.a.g. (muse
apprentice guild), Fell Swoop, Colorado Review, UR VOX, Cauldron & Net, moria, ixnay, and Bayou.

The handwritten manuscript pages that are included are the first (and only) drafts for these poems.

The two poem-paintings, “Humid” and “Something,” are collaborations done with outsider artist Pak Nichols. The entire group
of nine poem-paintings that we did together were exhibited at the Kentuck Museum (Northport, Alabama) in 2006. For
biographical information, and to see more examples of Pak’s work, go to http://www.marciaweberartobjects.com/nichols.html
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Ahadada Books is a small press first begun in 1999, publishing titles both online and in print. The aim of the
press is to present new writers and literature that, to paraphrase Francis Picabia, speak with you, envelope
everything, and belong to every religion. We present broadsides, limited-run chapbooks, and perfect bound
books of diverse literary forms.

Online publishing is an integral component of the Ahadada Books project: to get important voices heard. The
World Wide Web facilitates this endeavour, allowing a potential audience of millions to access our site and read
authors that they might never find in their local bookstores.

HTTP://WWW.AHADADABOOKS.COM/

Copyright
The content of all pages in this document (except where otherwise expressly stated) is © Hank Lazer. Reproduction of part or all of the contents in any form is prohibited other
than in accordance with the following permission.

You may print or download to a local or network hard disk extracts from or whole pages for your personal use only if you include an appropriate copyright notice in or on all such
printouts or downloads stating that the copyright in the information printed or downloaded belongs to Ahadada Books. It is your legal responsibility to ensure that such copyright
notices comply with the legal requirements of all nations.

This licence to print or copy does not permit incorporation of the material or any part of it in any other work or publication, whether in hard copy or electronic or any other form.
In particular, but without prejudice to the foregoing generality, no part of this publication may be distributed or copied for any commercial purpose whatsoever.
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